The perceived duration of gratings.
Since visible persistence of grating patterns increases with spatial frequency, it is often inferred that the perceived duration of a grating is also longer at higher spatial frequencies. However, other work has demonstrated that the perceived onset of a grating is also delayed at higher spatial frequencies. Thus it is impossible to infer the subjective duration from the results of visible persistence studies alone. In order to estimate perceived duration in the present study, reaction times (RTs) to grating onsets and offsets were measured for a range of spatial frequencies. The results indicate that although the perceived duration (ie the difference between offset and onset RTs) was consistently longer than the physical duration, the estimates of perceived duration did not vary with changes in spatial frequency. Differences between the present results and earlier findings are interpreted in the context of the different methods used to measure perceived offset.